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1242 MOCCASIN CREEK RD
CLARKESVILLE, GA 30523

Ultimate privacy meets big water
on a peaceful cove of Lake Burton.

Nearly 4.5 wooded acres, three stone 
fireplaces, a two-story boathouse, long dock, 

garage/workshop, and a protected swim 
area. Minutes to trails, dining,
and Waterfall Club amenities.

MLS# 10701368 • $2,000,000
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OPEN HOUSE

7/5, 10AM-2PM
BUYRABUN.COM  |  706.960.2304 3914 BRANDON MILL ROAD

LAKEMONT, GA 30552
Shake off the hustle at this custom waterfront home 
featuring dramatic Lake Rabun views across the Big 

Basin. Statement stone fireplaces, surrounded by 
warm rustic elegance, and a sophisticated kitchen 
set the stage for gatherings of family and friends. 

Overlooking a new deepwater boathouse with 
beach and swim dock, this exceptional property 

offers pure lakeside living refined.
MLS# 10723943 • $6,800,000

Please see VERDICT, A10

By Megan Horn                

and Enoch Autry 

Tribune Staf f

The United States of 
America celebrates its 
250th birthday on Satur-
day, July 4, and Rabun 
County is the place to 
be for days of fun-filled 
activities. 

Don’t miss out on all 
of the exciting Indepen-
dence Day events that are 
planned. Check the spe-
cial section in this week’s 
edition of The Clayton 
Tribune for additional 
details on the happenings 
around the county. 

Make your plans to 
mark the many patriotic 
events off your to-do list. 

City of Clayton July 1 

patriotic drone show 

The City of Clayton 
held a patriotic-themed 
drone show during the 
evening on July 1. The 
event featured kids’ 
activities, music, food and 
200 drones. The show was 
hosted by the Clayton 
Merchants and Business 
Association (CMBA) and 
the City of Clayton. 

Sky Valley celebrates 

Independence Day 

from July 1-3

The City of Sky Valley 
has week-long activities 
scheduled to celebrate 
250 years of American 
Freedom. 
n Community mem-

bers were invited to an 

By Megan Horn 

News Editor 

America celebrates 250 years 
of freedom this Saturday, July 4, 
and there are many patriotic and 
family-friendly activities for locals 
and visitors alike to enjoy. 

Officials with The Dillard House: 
A Mountain Farm Resort recently 
published a message regarding the 
annual City of Dillard Indepen-

dence Day fireworks celebration.
“After careful consideration, 

the City of Dillard and the Dillard 
House have jointly made the diffi-
cult decision not to host this year’s 
annual Fourth of July fireworks 
celebration,” according to officials. 

However, the local staple will 
still be having its traditional Inde-
pendence Day dining for families 
and the community. 

“The Dillard House will remain 
open throughout the holiday week-
end and looks forward to welcom-
ing guests to enjoy our restaurant, 
accommodations and the hospi-

By Megan Horn 

News Editor 

A verdict of $22 million in a 
medical malpractice, wrong-
ful death case was returned 
against two physicians and 
radiology group by a jury in 
Rabun County Superior Court 
on Friday, June 26. 

The verdict was returned in 
favor of Carol Tucker and the 
Estate of David Tucker, who 

were the plaintiffs in the law-
suit. Nearly six years after a 
vehicular crash, David Tucker 
died from ailments incurred 
from injuries suffered. 

Overseen by Superior Court 
Judge Carlton H. Jones III, 
the case involved the failure 
to identify two fractures in 
David Tucker’s spine when he 
was presented to the Habersh-
am County Medical Center’s 

Emergency Department follow-
ing a Sept. 8, 2018, car crash 
that occurred in Habersham 
County near the city limits of 
Tallulah Falls. 

Tucker died on July 20, 2024, 
from complications related 
to his paraplegia – partial 
or complete paralysis of the 
lower half of the body – that 
was caused by a neurological 
injury from the fractures. 

The Tuckers were represent-
ed by Cook Law Group, LLC, 
Smith Hulsey, LLC and local 
counsel Stockton & Stockton. 

The trial began on June 15 
against doctors Christopher 
Ratchford, M.D., of Haber-
sham County and Richard 
Cory, M.D., of Fulton County. 
Gainesville Radiology Group, 
P.C. also was listed as a defen-
dant in the lawsuit. 

“The verdict is believed to be 
the only medical malpractice 
verdict in favor of a patient in 
the history of Rabun County; it 
is, without a doubt, the largest 
medical malpractice verdict in 
that county’s history,” accord-
ing to a press release from 
Cook Law Group, LLC. 

Jeffrey A. Peters and Avery 

By Wesley Branch

Sports Editor

A fixture in Rabun 
County for decades and 
beloved by the communi-
ty, Janice Wayne passed 
away on Wednesday, 
June 24, at the age of 72. 

Wayne – who many 
will remember as “Coach 
Wayne” – moved to 
Rabun County in 1976 
and spent 38 years as a 
teacher and coach in the 
Rabun County School 
District. 

During her time in the 
school district, she taught 
physical education (P.E.) 
and English and coached 
girls basketball, soft-
ball, and was involved 
in Wildcat athletics in a 
multitude of ways.

Wayne’s Rabun County 
tenure started at Rabun 
County High School 
when RCHS enrolled stu-
dents in seventh through 
12th grade.

Later in her career, 
Wayne transitioned to 
Rabun County Middle 
School where she con-
tinued coaching and 
teaching. Her RCMS girls 
basketball teams won 
several championships 
under her leadership. 

“The Rabun County 
School System is deeply 
saddened by the passing 

of Ms. Janice Wayne,” 
Rabun County Schools 
Superintendent Steven 
Cole said in an emailed 
response. “While I did 
not have the privilege of 
knowing her as closely as 
so many in our schools 
and community did, I 
am incredibly aware of 
the profound legacy she 
leaves behind. Ms. Wayne 
was a shining star among 
our fac-
ulty. The 
genuine 
care and 
deep 
concern 
she held 
for her 
students 
and col-
leagues 
is pro-
foundly 
evident 
in the overwhelming love 
and grief our communi-
ty is sharing right now. 
She was a true treasure, 
and the Rabun County 
community was incredi-
bly fortunate to have her 
impact our lives.”

Wayne and her partner 
of 46 years, the late Gail 
Crowe, dedicated their 
lives to Rabun County 
and its students, spend-

$22 million awarded for medical negligence 
Verdict believed to be only medical malpractice verdict in favor of patient in Rabun County history

ice cream social and an 
activity to write letters 
to active duty soldiers on 
July 1. 
n On Thursday, July 

2, at 9 a.m. at the city 
pavilion in Sky Valley 
there will be a patriotic 
walk and letter writing 
to active duty soldiers. 
The Patriotic Walk Trail 

is from the City Pavilion 
to Tahoe Road, approx-
imately 1.5 miles round 
trip. The trail difficulty 
is easy-to-moderate. The 
free community walk be-
gins at 9 a.m. No registra-
tion is required and pets 
are welcome. 

The culmination of 
Independence Day activ-

ities will take place on 
Friday, July 3. 
n There will be a Sky 

Valley Property Own-
ers Association (POA) 
pancake breakfast from 
8 a.m until 10 a.m. at the 
lakeside pavilion.
n Registration for the 

rubber duck race begins 
at 10 a.m. with the race 
starting at 11 a.m. 
n All veterans are 

invited to join the city for 
the raising of the flag at 
the Old Lodge Flag Pole 
as the National Anthem is 
sung at 11:30 a.m. 

“We are honored to rec-
ognize your service and 
dedication to our coun-
try during this special 
ceremony,” Sky Valley 
officials said in an email 
to community members. 
“Thank you for your 
service!” 
n The Independence 

Celebration Parade starts 
at noon with a hot dog 
cafe immediately follow-
ing at the city pavilion. 
The route will travel from 
Tahoe Lane down to Sky 
Valley Way to the City 
Park. 

There will be kids’ 
activities during the day 
and fireworks at dark. 
n The Sid Weber Me-

morial Cancer Fund BBQ 
dinner will be from 5:30 
to 7:30 p.m.

Tickets are advance 
purchase only.

Contact Sky Valley City 
Hall at 706-746-2204 or 
visit skyvalleyga.com for 

North Georgia Fireworks held its annual product display show on 
June 22 at 1957 Highway 441 South in Clayton. This weekend, multi-
ple locations in Rabun County will host !reworks shows.

Enoch Autry/The Clayton Tribune

By Trudy Crunkleton 

Special to The Clayton Tribune 

For the first time in its 
rich history, the City of 
Clayton is offering Clay-
ton LEADS, a community 
leadership development 
program designed to edu-
cate, connect and inspire 
current and emerging 
leaders who are commit-
ted to the future of the 
City of Clayton. 

Facilitated by the City 
of Clayton Downtown 
Development Authority 
(DDA), Clayton LEADS 

will provide participants 
with a unique oppor-
tunity to gain a deeper 
understanding of the 
organizations, services, 
resources, and lead-
ers that help shape the 
community. Through a 
series of immersive ses-
sions, participants will 
explore topics including 
local government, public 
safety, economic develop-
ment, health and human 
services, outdoor recre-

Long-time Rabun coach, 
teacher Wayne passes 

Clayton launches inaugural 
LEADS leadership program
Applications accepted until July 20

Your checklist for Independence Day activities

WAYNE

Visit The Dillard House to dine this momentous holiday
Dillard not hosting !reworks 
this year due to construction

Please see WAYNE, A7

Please see LEADS, A8Please see HOUSE, A10

Please see CHECK, A10

Hungry?
There’s lots of great 

restaurants in Rabun & 
our Northeast Georgia 
region. Check out this 

week’s guide on places 
to fill your stomach.

Step into Service
Blalock takes oath of 

service to Naval Academy  
—  See Page B1 

July Fourth       
Rabun Style

What’s happening this weekend  
—  See SPecial Section 
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E. Minnick of the law firm Pe-
ters & Monyak, LLP, were the 
attorneys for Ratchford and 
Georgia Emergency Depart-
ment Services, P.C. 

Daniel J. Huff and Gabriel-
la B. Wheeler of the law firm 
Huff, Powell & Bailey, LLC 
were the attorneys for Cory 
and Gainesville Radiology 
Group, P.C. 

The case involved the failure 
to identify two fractures in 
David Tucker’s spine when 
he presented to the Habersh-
am County Medical Center’s 
Emergency Department follow-
ing the September 2018 Haber-
sham County car crash. 

The case went to trial be-
cause the doctors’ insurance 
company, MAG Mutual, failed 
to accept the plaintiff’s two 
prior settlement offers of $1 
million in 2021 for what was 
believed to be the policy limits 
of Ratchford. 

Jury members marked “Yes” 
to the question “Do you find by 
a preponderance of the ev-
idence that the following defen-
dants violated the standard of 
care and caused David Tucker 
injury?” for Ratchford, Cory 
and Gainesville Radiology 
Group, according to the verdict 
form legal document obtained 
from Rabun County Superior 
Court by The Clayton Tribune. 

Ratchford was found to be 80 
percent at fault, while Cory/
Gainesville Radiology Group 
were found to be 20 percent 
at fault. The jury awarded 
damages to the plaintiffs in the 
amount of $6 million for the 
wrongful death of David Tuck-

er; $10 million for the Estate of 
David Tucker and $6 million 
for the loss of consortium of 
Carol Tucker, according to 
court documents. 

Background on the case 

The Tuckers’ vehicle was 
rear-ended while traveling on 
Ga. 15 northbound at Old His-
toric Highway 441 in Habersh-
am County.

David Tucker was 71 years 
old at the time of the crash 
and complained of neck, back 
and chest pain following the 
collision. Tucker was taken 
by ambulance to the Habersh-
am County Emergency Room 
where he was seen by Ratch-
ford, who was the on-duty ER 
physician. 

Ratchford initially ordered a 
CT scan for Mr. Tucker’s neck. 
However, when Mr. Tucker 
attempted to lay on the CT 
table, his back pain substan-
tially increased. Mr. Tucker 
asked for pain medications to 
assist him with lying flat. The 
nurses attending to Mr. Tucker 
communicated his pain to 
Ratchford. 

Instead of giving pain medi-
cation, Ratchford canceled the 
CT and ordered plain X-rays 
of the neck and no dedicated 
films for Tucker’s back. 

Ratchford read the cervical 
X-ray as negative for serious 
injury and discharged Tucker 
without spine precautions. 

Cory, who provided radiol-
ogy services to Habersham 
Medical and was a sharehold-
er at Gainesville Radiology 
Group, LLC, also read the film 
as negative for acute injury. 

The press release from Cook 
Law Group, LLC, details that 
CT scans are the “Gold Stan-
dard” for identifying spine 

fractures in trauma patients 
with suspected spinal injuries. 

“In fact, CT scans will identi-
fy nearly 99 percent of cervical 
spine fractures in contrast to 
X-rays that studies show will 
miss about 50 percent of cervi-
cal spine fractures,” according 
to the press release. 

On Sept. 12, 2018, David 
Tucker collapsed to the ground 
because of neurological defects 
in his legs. He was transported 
to another emergency room, 
where he was given pain 
medication and underwent CT 
scans of his spine. 

“The CT exams on Sept. 12 
revealed two unstable frac-
tures-one in his neck and one 
in his upper back which had 
led to an epidural hematoma 
that was compressing his 
spinal cord,” according to the 
press release. 

Tucker was life-flighted to a 
trauma center and eventually 
underwent surgery. 

“Unfortunately, his neu-
rological injury had already 
progressed to a point where he 
was left permanently para-
plegic. Mr. Tucker was wheel-
chair bound for the next six 
years, where he depended on 
his wife of 57 years to care for 
him,” the press release states. 

The plaintiffs filed suit 
in 2020, alleging Ratchford 
“imprudently downgraded to 
an X-ray instead of addressing 
Tucker’s pain and obtaining a 
CT.” The plaintiffs also al-
leged both doctors Ratchford 
and Cory failed to identify 
concerning signs of trauma 
on the cervical X-ray and that 
such missed findings led to Mr. 
Tucker’s injuries, the press 
release details. 

Defendants deny 

allegations 

The defendants denied all al-
legations of neglect and offered 
multiple alternative theories to 
the jury. 

The defense argued Tuck-
er’s neck and back fractures 
occurred when Tucker fell out 
of his truck. They also argued 
he developed a “spontaneous 
bleed” in his spine unrelated to 
any trauma. 

Another argument was Tuck-
er’s back fracture may have 
been caused by subsequent 
medical providers when he was 
being rolled to his side in a hos-
pital bed after he was already 
paralyzed. 

“Finally, defense counsel 
argued that if none of those 
possibilities were found credi-
ble by the jury, the jury should 
allocate all fault to Mr. Tucker 
for being rear-ended on the 
highway,” according to the 
press release. 

Comments on the verdict 

Tucker died on July 20, 2024, 
without MAG Mutual “offering 
a single dime on behalf of Dr. 
Ratchford or Dr. Cory until the 
Friday before the jury trial 
began.” 

“Although we believed the 
case was worth much more 
than the insurance limits at 
the time, our clients made the 
demands so that Mr. Tucker 
could obtain the much-needed 
medical care he required be-
fore he died,” said Matt Cook of 
Cook Law Group, LLC., in the 
press release.  

Cook served as lead counsel 
for the plaintiff. 

“It was a just verdict for 
the plaintiff, a fair verdict for 
the defendant doctors, and 

a well-deserved verdict for 
MAG Mutual which continues 
to abuse deserving, injured 
patients while disregarding 
the exposure and best interests 
of the doctors it insures – all 
to add to retain profits for the 
MAG itself,” Cook said of the 
verdict. 

Nathan Nicholson and Josh 
Bearden, both of Cook Law 
Group, LLC, also represented 
the Tuckers. 

“The Tuckers embody the 
best of our community-hard-
working folks who refused to 
be intimidated by a powerful 
insurance litigation machine, 
and in doing so stood up for 
countless families who never 
get their day in court,” said 
Rustin Smith, of Smith Hulsey, 
who originated the case and as-
sociated Cook Law Group, LLC. 

“You can only outrun 
accountability for so long. 
Eventually, the facts catch up, 
the truth is heard, and justice 
is served,” said Ronny Hulsey, 
also of Smith Hulsey, in the 
press release. 

Allyn Stockton, who served 
as local counsel for the plain-
tiff, said in the press release he 
had never seen a more com-
pelling “Day in the Life” video 
and a loss of consortium claim 
in his nearly 30-year career. 

This is Cook’s second 
eight-figure verdict in the last 
two years, having obtained a 
$70 million verdict in a medi-
cal malpractice case in 2025 in 
Albany, Ga. 

The Clayton Tribune reached 
out to the law firms Peters & 
Monyak, LLP, and Huff, Powell 
& Bailey, LLC, to ask for com-
ment on behalf of their clients.

The law firms did not im-
mediately reply back to The 
Clayton Tribune as of press 
time Wednesday. 

more information.

Rabun Ramble in 

Lakemont July 4 

Rabun Ramble’s 20th race is 
scheduled on Saturday, July 
4, as America celebrates 250 
years. 

The race starts at 7:30 a.m. 
as both the 5K and 10K start 
and finish at the Lake Rabun 
Pavillion. Lake Rabun Road 
will be closed to motorists at 7 
a.m. sharp from Piney Point to 
Tame Turkey. 

The Rabun Ramble is an 
annual fundraiser for the Lake 
Rabun Foundation, a fund of 
the North Georgia Community 
Foundation, and net proceeds 
go to the foundation. Dona-
tions also are made directly to 
Rabun County EMS and the 
Lakemont Wiley Fire Depart-
ment Association.

Lake Burton Fun Run July 4

The 42nd edition of the Lake 

Burton Fun Run will take place 
on July 4. Participants will 
take the two-mile trek from 
Moccasin Creek State Park to 
LaPrade’s Marina. 

For America’s semiquincen-
tennial anniversary, the Lake 
Burton Fun Run will have The 
Star-Spangled Banner sung 
at the starting line by Hank 
Bramlett of Cornelia, Ga. 

Lineup for the run will start 
at 8:15 a.m. and the run begins 
at 9 a.m. 

Proceeds from the run go 
to Lakes, Tallulah-Persim-
mon and Wildcat volunteer 
fire stations as well as Rabun 
County Search and Rescue and 
the Rabun County Sheriff K-9 
Corps. 

Family-style meals at     

The Dillard House

The Dillard House: A Moun-
tain Farm Resort will have 
delicious meals for the whole 
family to enjoy this weekend. 

Dillard House officials said 
they will remain open through-
out the holiday weekend and 
look forward to welcoming 
guests to enjoy the restau-
rant, accommodations and the 
hospitality that has made the 

Dillard House a destination for 
generations. 

The Independence Day menu 
includes BBQ ribs, smoked 
pulled pork, smoked chicken 
thighs and fried chicken. The 
sides are calico salad, baked 
beans, macaroni and cheese, 
collard greens and corn on the 
cob. Dessert includes banana 
pudding and peach shortcake. 

The cost is $35 for adults and 
$20 for children. 

They also will have fun for 
the whole family including pop-
sicles by the pool, lawn games, 
evening fire pits and s’mores, 
watermelon socials, children’s 
activities, pool time, and an 
America’s 250th birthday cake 
celebration.

The Dillard House is located 
at 768 Franklin Street, Dillard.

The City of Dillard and Dil-
lard House, however, will not 
be hosting fireworks this year 
because of safety concerns with 
ongoing Highway 441 construc-
tion.

250th celebration at Flat 

Creek Baptist Church 

Flat Creek Baptist Church, 
56 Barracuda Lane, Lakemont, 
invites community members 

to a night of fun, food and 
fireworks on Saturday, July 4, 
starting at 6:30 p.m. The 250th 
celebration of the USA has free 
admission and is being pre-
sented by the Gragg Family. 
Donations are accepted and 
tickets are required. Everyone 
is welcome and there will be a 
family-friendly fireworks show 
at dark. 

Rodeo comes to Rabun 

Arena for patriotic show 

The rodeo also will be in 
town this weekend as the Bar 
W Rodeo Company returns to 
the Rabun Arena, 100 E. Boggs 
Mountain Road, Tiger, on 
Saturday, July 4, and Sunday, 
July 5. 

Scheduled at the arena are 
traditional rodeo events like 
bareback riding; saddle bronc 
riding; calf roping; ranch bronc 
riding; break away roping; 
steer wrestling; barrel racing 
and team roping.

Also, there will be food and 
vendors at the Rabun Arena for 
patrons to enjoy while watch-
ing the rodeo.

Online tickets are still 
on sale for this weekend at 
eventbrite.com.

Contestant information can 
be found at ncprarodeo.com

The cost for adults is $25 and 
kids age 8 and under are free.

On Saturday, the rodeo will 
start at 7 p.m. on Saturday and 
at 6 p.m. on Sunday. Only cash 
will be accepted at the gate.

The gates open at 6 p.m. on 
Saturday and 5 p.m. on Sunday. 

Ski Patriots Salute 

America’s 250th birthday 

The Ski Patriots’ 18th run-
ning of the “Salute to America” 
around Lake Burton will begin 
at 11:30 a.m. on Sunday, July 5. 

Since 2009, volunteers in 
teams of eight wearing red, 
white and blue swimming 
attire have put their feet into 
water skis and secured Amer-
ican flags on their backs in 
their life preservers so they can 
navigate the water around the 
lake’s edges.

Each year the skiers are a 
mixture of veterans and those 
newer to the 27-mile, three-
and-a-half-hour experience as 
they and our nation receive 
cheers from fellow boaters and 
those on the decks and balco-
nies at lake homes.

VERDICT
n CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

By Ty Tagami

Bureau Chief/Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA — Gov. 
Brian Kemp signed legis-
lation into law Thursday 
that delays the July 1 ban 
on the use of QR codes in 
Georgia’s voting ma-
chines.

His signature post-
pones the prohibition 
until Jan. 1, 2028, giving 
lawmakers more time to 
adopt new election proce-
dures.

Senate Bill 3EX, which 
passed Tuesday, the 
last day of the special 
session, removes Sec-
retary of State Brad 
Raffensperger from the 
planning, instead putting 
lawmakers in charge of 
recommending a new 
voting system.

Raffensperger, a Re-

publican who stood firm 
against President Donald 
Trump’s claims that the 
2020 election was stolen, 
had become a target of 
GOP lawmakers. They 
blamed him for sticking 
with QR codes, and he 
blamed them for failing 
to select and pay for an 
alternative system.

The new law also 
mandates hand recounts 
of the top two statewide 
races on the ballot when 
the results are within a 
0.5% margin.

That requirement en-
tered the bill through a 
late amendment. Critics 
contend the wording 
was rushed and flawed. 
The amendment, in 
describing the necessary 
margin for a recount, 
declares that the number 

of votes for the winner 
of one of those top two 
races “shall be not more 
than one-half of 1 percent 
of the total votes which 
were cast in such quali-
fied contest.”

The Coalition for Good 
Governance, an organi-
zation that has long pres-
sured the state to stop us-
ing QR codes in elections, 
wrote in a summary of 
SB 3EX that it literally 
“outlawed” race results 
with margins greater 
than 0.5 percent.

“While the drafting er-
ror will almost certainly 
be corrected in a future 
legislative session,” the 
group wrote, “it serves 
as a cautionary example 
of what happens when 
complicated election leg-
islation is drafted, nego-

tiated, generally behind 
closed doors, and passed 
at breakneck speed, with 
the public and Democrats 
not permitted to see bill 
drafts until moments 
before votes were taken.”

Although Democrats 
largely opposed the mea-
sure, Sen. Josh McLau-
rin, D-Sandy Springs, 
voted for it, saying he 
trusted the Georgia 
Supreme Court to dis-
cern the intent of that 
language should a losing 
candidate sue.

McLaurin is the 
Democratic nominee 
for lieutenant governor. 
Three Senate Democrats, 
including Senate Minori-
ty Leader Harold Jones, 
II, D-Augusta, voted with 
him in favor of the bill.

Another 16 Democrats 

opposed it, including Sen. 
RaShaun Kemp, D-Atlan-
ta, who said he doubted 
the courts would rule in 
favor of a Democrat, such 
as the party’s nominee 
for governor.

“What happens if Keis-
ha Lance Bottoms comes 
up on top and it’s by 0.2 
percent?” Kemp said. “I 
cannot support a bill that 
we already know has 
incorrect language in it.”

McLaurin alleged that 
his opponent for lieu-
tenant governor, Sen. 
Greg Dolezal, R-Cum-
ming, had secretly 
worked to sabotage the 
legislation on behalf of 
QR code opponents who 
believe the 2020 election 
was stolen from Trump. 
McLaurin said the final 
version of the bill was “a 

little clunky” but that it 
needed to pass to avoid 
pandemonium during 
the November midterms.

McLaurin said there 
were “election deniers in 
the hallway who are all 
saying the same thing: 
don’t fix the problem. ... 
But dear God, we have to 
fix this problem.”

Dolezal did not stand to 
rebut McLaurin’s alle-
gation about sabotage, 
but Senate President Pro 
Tem Larry Walker, III, 
R-Perry, did.

He said Dolezal had 
been an “honest broker” 
in support of the bill and 
that McLaurin’s alle-
gation that Dolezal had 
tried to whip up votes 
against it were “patently 
false.”

tality that has made the 
Dillard House a destina-
tion for generations,” ac-
cording to the message. 
“We recognize that this 
celebration has become 
a cherished tradition for 
many families and vis-
itors, and this decision 
was not made lightly. 
The City of Dillard and 
the Dillard House are 
committed to ensuring 
that community events 
can be enjoyed safely and 

without the challenges 
created by the current 
roadway construction.” 

The reason for the 
cancellation is due to the 
ongoing Highway 441 im-
provement project, which 
has created significant 
traffic impacts through-
out the area. 

A large portion of the 
construction work at this 
time is in the Dillard and 
Rabun Gap areas, The 
Clayton Tribune reported 
in its June 11 edition. 

Nathan Johnston, Dis-
trict 1 communications 
officer for the Georgia 
Department of Trans-
portation (GDOT), told 

the newspaper in June 
that Phase I from Rabun 
Gap-Nacoochee School to 
North Carolina is cur-
rently in Stage 2. 

“That work consists 
of some culverts being 
built, the SB (south-
bound) lanes being 
constructed along with 
some walls that need to 
be constructed, and the 
SB side of the bridge to 
be constructed. 

The completion date for 
Phase 1 is Oct. 31, 2027. 

Motorists traveling in 
the area could experi-
ence delays. There are 
also extra barriers to be 
cautious about, including 

temporary wall struc-
tures, loose gravel or 
even potholes in certain 
areas. 

“Phase 2 from Pinnacle 
Drive to Yorkhouse Road 
is currently between 
Stage 1 and Stage 2. Sub-
contractors are install-
ing a gas line and water 
line throughout the 
project. The contractor is 
building their fill where 
they can that will not 
conflict with the current 
utility work,” Johnston 
said in June. 

The completion date for 
Phase 2 is October 2028. 
Georgia Power still has 
poles to set on Phase 2. 

“Motorists need to be 
aware of the speed reduc-
tion through the work 
zone and mindful of the 
workers on the project,” 
Johnston said. 

The work zone speed 
is 30 to 35 mph in most 
areas. 

“In addition, the Geor-
gia Department of Trans-
portation (GDOT) has 
stated that parking will 
not be permitted along 
Highway 441 during the 
construction project,” ac-
cording to Dillard House 
officials. “Combined 
with limited parking 
availability at the Dillard 
House, these conditions 

would make it difficult to 
safely accommodate the 
large number of guests 
who traditionally attend 
the fireworks celebration 
and provide the quality 
experience our guests 
and community have 
come to expect.” 

Throughout history, 
The Dillard House has 
done things to benefit the 
community. 

“We sincerely appreci-
ate your understanding, 
patience and continued 
support as improvements 
to Highway 441 move 
forward,” Dillard House 
officials said in the mes-
sage. 
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